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Arcades Ambo, 
Et cantare pares, & refpondere paratt. 


Both Managers, and both alike infpir'd 
To att, what neither Senfe, nor Wit, requir'd. VIRGIL. 
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gHE Words of my Motto 
% were faid of two young Shep- 
herds, who ftroveto excel in 
a Poetical Conteft, bya Di- 
{play of Genius, in mutual 
Oppofition to each other. 
The Reverfe may be faid of 
DD) y5 # the Manazers of our The- 

NL SARABORLA atres, who ftrive to expofe 
each other, ina Pantomimical Conteft, by a Difplay 
of Genius Both fhould be afham’d to ow#. The 
Recommendation of Poetry was the Burden of the 
Shepherd’s Song ; The Deftri:éfiow of it, the Soul of 
the Managers Purpofe. It is impoffible to read the 
Account Melibeeus gives of the Poetical Strife, with- 
out feeling the molt exquifite Delight, that Species 
of Poetry is productive of : It is impoffible to fee the 
horrid Violation of the Theatre, without feeling the 





Amott exquifite Pain, Senfe and Reflection mutt cre- 
‘ate in thofe who are capable of either. I forbear to 


pufh the Comparifon any further at prefenc, intend- 
ing to prefent my Readers, unlefs I fee Reafons to 
the Contrary, with a full Deduction of it, after the 
Manner of Virgil's feventh Paftoral, from whence I 
have taken the Mott» to this Day’s Paper. 

Tue following Pacquet I found at home, at my 
Return from the Royal Chace ; which I publifh as 
an Introduction to what I have to fay in This, pre- 
vious to my Theatrick Eclogue. It came inclofed to 
me in a very impertinent Letter, fign’d Levity Brain- 
lefs, which I forbear to print, that [ may not difoblige 
fo numerous a Body, by expofing their Head. 


Manifefto, or Declaration, of all the Pretty Fellows, 
in and about This Great Metropolis. 


HEREAS {everal {candalous defamatory Li- 
bels have lately been publifh’d in a Paper 
called The Prompter, highly reflecting upon the ma- 
ny elegant Shews, and Pantomimical Entertainments, 
which the ingenious Managers of both Theatres dai- 
ly contrive and imagine, for the Amufement, and 
iverfion, as well as Edification of Perfons of Tafte 
and Diftinction: And Whereas a moft audacious 
Attempt has been made by the aforefaid Author, to 
caft an. Odin72 upon the late Addition to Modern 
Tafte, by the Incorporation of Rope-Dancing, and 
Tumbling, to Singing, and Pantomime , and that he 
has prefumed, in Defiance of Publick Sanction and 
Applaufe, to recommend O/d Engli/> Senfe, in De- 
ion of Modern Politene/s, We therefore, un- 
derwritten, in behalf of ourfelves, and all Gextlemen 
of our Fafhion, who have travelled for the Improvement 
of Tafte, being willing to obviate the mi/chievous 
Impreffiors which The IGNORANT may receive 
from {uch fcazdalous and Jibellows Intinuations, Do 
HEREBY DECLARE AND CERTIFY, That OLD 
Encuiso SeENse, is MERE BRUTALITY 35 that 
TRAGEDY and Comepy are its Nurses, and as 
fuch, deferve to be totally banifh’d from the Stage, 
unlefs they confent to be fupported by Pantomime, 
Rope-Dancing, and Tumbling : And We hereby fur- 
ther Declare, That if they prefume to appear on their 
own Bottom, we will! hifs them off the Stage, and let 
their infolent Authors know, The Theatre can fubfi/t 
without their H:/. 

































































WE think Ourfelves obliged in Gratitude, in the 
Name of all true Encouragers of Politenefs, to re- 
turn our moft fincere and hearty Thanks, to the Ma- 
nagers of both Theatres, for the unweary’d Labour 
they beftow, in contriving new Entertainments, to 
the entire Exclufion of the aforefaid Nurfes of Impo- 
litene{s. And we confefs our Acknowledgments in. 
particular, are due to the incomparable Mr: Luz 
who firft open’d this inexhauftible Fountain of De. 
light, which now flows daily in, upon us, arid which 
we hope, will foon wafh away from Remembrance 
the leait Remains of the Old Theatrick Exbibisions.. 
tor Entertainments we cannot call them. , 


To Him we owe the moft facetious Harlequin 
and agreeable Pierot. By Him the Britifh Theatre 
was firft honour’d with Gods and Goddeffes, Devils 
and Machines. ‘To Him is due the Difcovery of the 
wonderful Extent of Human Genius and Ability, by 
convincing us, that our Spécies is the moft perfect | 
in the Creation: For we now plainly fee, that MAN 
MERE Man, can perfonate a Dog, a Cat, a Monkey, 

a Bear, gc. to fuch a Degree of Similitude, as to 
aeceive the Sight. Wear®{orry, however, to find 

he cannot compafs fo ridiculous an Animal as a Pig ; 
but are in hopes in time he may. ‘ 


Wuart can raife the Briti/h Reputation to a more 
elevated Point of Glory, than to have it known, that 
HERE ALONE, the ableft Profeffors of Grimace 
Dance, Song, and Pantomime in Ewrope, have the 
Honour to perform before CRowpEp AuDIENCEs 
compofed of Men and Women of the firft Rank and 
Quality ? Does not This {peak the Nation as wife as 
it poflibly can be? Would it not betray Ignorance to 
admit of other Sorts of Inftructors? Is not the Ar- 
rogance of Poets intolerable, that prefume to iz- 
Struc or divert, by rheir barren ProduZions? What 
is it we want but Amufement? And the Meafure of 
our Satisfaction is almoft full, by the Care of our 
Managers, to whom we eatheltty recommend to 
think of No New P ays, but to continue to ex- 
hibit all the rare Creatures, Montfters, and Exotick 
Animals, that can be brought hither from the moft 
remote Corners of the Earth. For sucu 1s Our 
WILL AND PLEASURE. 

Signed, 
Guegaw, > 
Rattle, Lords. 
Headpiece, 
Delicate Courtairs, Bar. 
Finikin Smart, Bar. 
Languilh Trifle, E{q; 


THERE is a Time when it is impoffible to Laugh 
Folly out of Countenance ; when Satire, which 
with its Defign of expofing what it is directed againft, 
carries along with it, good-natured Raillery, and 
fhews the Heart not touched with an offinjive Dil 
fition, fhall have no Effect. In fuch Cafe, It be. 
comes a Neceffity to employ Weapons, that MaY 
BE FEL'T. When we are fo harden’d as to /auzh at 
our own Follies, It is not to be expected they will 
ever be reformed, when Others only laugh. “This, 
however, has been the Method hitherto practifed by 
The Prompter. He has not fhewn Il-Will againit 
th> 



































‘ne £ prieLtor oF iy | ail he d : 45 but only 
yaintt the Folly. ‘The Perfon that has the moft 
Reafon to complain of him is the Drayman, at the 


Pegafus ; but his Cafe requiretl Severity, and his” 


Behaviour to. others juftified the Ufe of offenfive 
¢ Arms againit him. 


THE Prompter has beftowed feveral Papers upon 
Theatrick Affuirs ; upon Managers and Adfors; He 
has been ferious but never i/l-natured, He has laugh’d 
at Follies, but not at Perfons. He has commended 
fome, and cenfured others, and done both, with an. 
Eye to their Good ; and not to flatter or blame, 
thro” a kind or unkind Partiality: This is the Me- 
thod he firft laid down for his Conduct; and is de- 
termined to continue to purfue. Bur wHEN FoL- 
LIES ARE BECOME TOO GREAT FOR LAUGHTER, 
THEY ARE NO LONGER TO BE LAUGH’D AT. 


Tue CorrupTIoN of the Stage is now arrived 
to fuch a Height, that unlefs fome Stop is put to it, 
it muft end in its total Deftruction. Pantomimes are 
now no longer to be contider’d as only harmle/s, or 
ridiculous Entertainments, but as Ufurpers that will 
entirely root out Tragedy and Comedy, by render- 
ing both infipid to. the Town, whofe Tafte will be 
reduc’d to a mere Habit, and be form’d to relifh on- 
Ly what it daily feeds on. 


_ If the Stage isa mere Name, that fignifies a Pub- 

lick Place for Exhibition of Spectacles to’a People, 
then Sadlers Wells, Bartholomew Fair, Fawkes’s 
Dexterity of Hand, Cups and Balls, the Bear Gar- 
den and Prizefighters may properly be called THE 
SraGce. But if to the Word Stace, we annex 
the Idea of TRAGEDY and ComMepy, then we 
mutt exclude as EssENTIALS to it, what now we 
are aftening (by corrupting the publick Tafte) to 
make its fole Support and Effence. 


Ir the Stage of Great Britain is to be recorded 
by Hiftory to late Times, as thofe of Athens or 
Rome, and that Pofterity is to judge of our Tafte by 
the prefent State of the Stage, then is it a publick 
Honour or Difgrace to a Nation, as it approaches 
Purity, or finks to vile Corruption. 


IF this isa Reflection true in itfelf, and it is not 
impoffible but it may reach the Ears of the Great 
let our Managers caoll reflect, whether the public 
Honour or Difgracé of a Nation is not the Coxcerz of 
the higheft in the Nation; and if it once is thought 
of, inthis Manner, WHERE IT SHOULD, let them 
carry their Refleétion a little farther, and ask them- 
felves, What They have to, anfwer for, by fuch a 
monftrous Abufe of a Royal Patent, given for the 
general Inftrction, and rational Divertion of a Peo- 
ple, who are to be taught by Reprefentations from 
the Stage, their feveral Duties in their different Sta- 
tions in Life, or to relax from their daily Occupa- 
pations, by fuch Scenes of Amufement, as may, 

without Meannefs, pleafe. ° 

I aM perfonally acquainted with both~Managers 
(tho? unknown to them in the Character of The 
Prompter) and efteem them Both, as Men of amia- 
ble Difpofitions, and for other Qualities which thofe 
whorare acquainted with them will eafily point out 
to themfelves. But were I /ixk’d to them in the 
clofeft Intimacy of Friendfhip, Not That, nor the 
greateft Obligations fhould buy n° Silence, in fuch 
a glaring and egal Series of Mifmanagement, 
or engage my Pen in {upport of it. 


I THINK I cannot give Them a greater Inftance 
of my Regard, than in endeavouring to root out the 










bad "Tafte, that prevails at prefent fo much - 
flewing how much they debafe their Underftanif 
ings and Characters, as Men of Sexfe, when +h, ; 
contribute towards the keeping it up, by Entertain, 
ments adapted to it, inftead of ftemming the Ton 
rent, by what muft, in the End, correé# and alone 
it. Bur | muft refer my further Confiderations f 
this Subject to my next Paper, for Want of lol 
in this. I fhall therein alledge every Thing that " 
poffibly be {aid in favour of the Managers pat rs 
fully anfwer it: After which I fhall propofe hens 
effectual Methods for remedying this prepotterou, 
Condition of the Stage; fome in the Breafts of s 
Managers, others independant of them, and to be 
effectuated without them, in cafe their Ears are deaf 
to the Voiceof Reafon. 


I sHALL conclude this, with acquainting m 
ders, ‘That of all the evil Choledien wu boc “q 
ceflarily flow from the Encouragement of Panto. 
mimes, that which is fo clearly pointed out in the 
following Letter, feem’d to be {o decifively fatal to 
Tragedy and Comedy, that it determined me to con. 
fider this Subject in its full Extent, and not to drop it 
till the two only Supporters of the Stages are refto. 
red to their due Rank, or elfe entirely banithed the 
Theatres Royal; in which Cafe a Subfcription wil] 
be carry’d on for ereéting a New Houfe, in which 
Plays alone will be exhibited, and where the Aéors 
in both the prefent Houfes, who are quite ufelefs, 


will have an Opportunity of exerting their Tal 
and not be loft to the World. ’ wii 


To the PROMPTER. 


S$ IR, an. 25, 1735-6. 
HAVE a Play now in Reber and Soon ? 
ready to appear. It would ill become me to {peak 
in favour of it; but [ will venture to fay, That the 
beft Play that ever was wrote, brought on at this 
Crifis, would not fill a Houfe three Nights together 
againft a Pantomime at the other. What is to be 
done in this Cafe? The Managers have fo difufed 
the ‘Town to waked Plays, that if mine comes on 
without fan Entertainment, I mutt be facrificed—If 
with one—What a Difgrace that Dramatick Pieces 
fhould owe their Support to fuch Shews as are only 
fic for the loweft Clafs of People? Ir fhort, Sir, J 
am in the greateit Anxiety in the World ; for tho’ I 
do not feel that blind Fondnefs Parents generally feel 
for their Children, I wou’d not, methinks, have it 
come into the World, under the greateft of Difad- 
vantages. Your Reflections on this Head may be of 
Service to many others, and, in particular, to 


Sir, Your Admirer, 
Larva. 


P.S. The Letters fign’d 4. B. are Both, tho’ 


but late, come tohand. Ifthe Author will extend 
himfelf in fome of the Subjects he recommends, he 
will find due Regard will be paid to them. Hi- 
therto they have been, more properly {peaking, 
Hints, without Execution. 





— 





ADVERTISEMENT 


WHEREas the Ghoft of the deceafed Reverend 
Captain Bavius continues to walk, and haunt the old 
Place of His Abode, Thefe are to acquaint fuch, 
whom his Re-Appearance may be difagreeable to, 
that Care will be taken to Jay him, after he has 
walk’d to the End of the Philofopher’s Prayer. 
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